
The Bait
for high voice and piano

ERIC HONOUR

TEXT BY JOHN DONNE



The Bait

Song Text

17 Let others freeze with angling reeds,

18 And cut their legs with shells and weeds,

19 Or treacherously poor fish beset,

20 With strangling snare, or windowy net.

21 Let coarse bold hands from slimy nest

22 The bedded fish in banks out-wrest;

23 Or curious traitors, sleeve-silk flies,

24 Bewitch poor fishes' wand'ring eyes.

25 For thee, thou need'st no such deceit,

26 For thou thyself art thine own bait:

27 That fish, that is not catch'd thereby,

28 Alas, is wiser far than I.

– John Donne (1572-1631)

1 Come live with me, and be my love,

2 And we will some new pleasures prove

3 Of golden sands, and crystal brooks,

4 With silken lines, and silver hooks.

5 There will the river whispering run

6 Warm'd by thy eyes, more than the sun;

7 And there the 'enamour'd fish will stay,

8 Begging themselves they may betray.

9 When thou wilt swim in that live bath,

10 Each fish, which every channel hath,

11 Will amorously to thee swim,

12 Gladder to catch thee, than thou him.

13 If thou, to be so seen, be'st loth,

14 By sun or moon, thou dark'nest both,

15 And if myself have leave to see,

16 I need not their light having thee.

Performance rights for this piece are administered through BMI.
The composer welcomes contact via email at eric@erichonour.com
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Program Notes

"The Bait," on a text by the English metaphysical poet John Donne (1572-1631) plays upon Donne's fishy metaphor
with rivulets of flowing lines in the piano and voice, interspersed with brief chorale settings and a recurring, off-kilter
rhythmic motive.  Like the mirror-bright scales of a river trout, the song reflects around its center: the chorale heard
early in the setting returns, reversed in the latter half.  The music builds upon itself throughout, developing not only
traditionally -- with variations and adumbrations of simple material -- but also structurally.  With each new stanza of
the poem, each measure of the music is extended by an eighth note.  Thus, as the poem's protagonist becomes more
and more entwined in the nets and snares of the lover, the music becomes more complex, and more difficult to sing.
Finally, the song comes crashing to a halt -- the hook is set, the poet caught.
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