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Prayers to Broken Stone

Program Notes
Commissioned and premiered by the Thelema Trio.

Prayers to Broken Stone is made up of nine movements, performed continuously. The movement titles
all come from the third part of the poem "The Hollow Men," by T. S. Eliot. This is the text of that part
of the poem:

[

This is the dead land

This is cactus land

Here the stone images

Are raised, here they receive

The supplication of a dead man's hand

Under the twinkle of a fading star.

Is it like this

In death's other kingdom
Waking alone

At the hour when we are
Trembling with tenderness
Lips that would kiss

Form prayers to broken stone.

| like Eliot's poetry very much; several of my pieces are titled after his work, and composed in
reaction to his imagery. In this particular case, the poetry presents a number of compelling images
and fragments, and | took those to form the movement titles. The music in each movement reflects the
meaning of the title, and the way the various images fit together, to some degree. In the way |
approached the composition of this work, | was also influenced by George Crumb's monumental
piece Black Angels, for electric string quartet. The formal structure of the movements in my piece is
similar to that work, and the sound world is somewhat similar as well.
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Before the performance begins, lay two strings of plastic beads over
the strings of the piano, covering C3 - C8 or higher.
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vii. waking alone
Befuddled, swimmy, unsteady J =~60
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Blow air through instrument and click keys fade away with
(line indicates dynamics and key speed) piano resonance
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Blow air through instrument and click keys fade away with
(line indicates dynamics and key speed) piano resonance
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Place one string of plastic beads

over the middle strings of the piano,
positioned so that they do not interfere
with the closing chords of the work.

After the final chord, remove
the string of plastic

beads from the piano.

(Let vibrate, keep pedal down
until all sound fades away.)




